NEWS — 


he Vines have vowed to carry on despite frontman Wh at iS Asperger 
Craig Nicholls’ recent diagnosis with the ) 
neurobiological disorder Asperger Syndrome. Syndrome . 


The Australian four-piece will continue writing and 
recording new material for their third album, but 
their management claim that they will “never, ever” return 
to full-time touring, and it could be years before any new 
material surfaces. 

Craig’s condition, which was diagnosed after one of the 
band’s crew members alerted management to the existence 
of Asperger Syndrome, was revealed during a hearing at 
Sydney’s Balmain Local Court last Friday (November 19). 

Nicholls was facing charges of assault and malicious damage 
over an incident in which he allegedly kicked a photographer’s 
camera at Sydney’s Annandale Hotel during a gig for the Triple 
M radio station. But following the diagnosis of his condition, 
which is a mild form of autism, Nicholls was given an 
unconditional discharge and left the court with his arms in the 
air, saying: “I’m free.” 

A brief statement posted by the group’s management 

é ‘ : : A on their website www.thevines.com read: “The band has NOT 
‘ ° : _ ek ee, broken up and Craig looks forward to doing what he loves and 


| His obsession with recording 


“It's never going to work in 
== a traditional ‘demo, record, 
| release, tour’ cycle again” 
Vines manager Andy Kelly 


lives for — getting back to writing and recording music with His Love of junk food 
The Vines. On behalf of Craig and The Vines, thank you to 
family, friends and fans for their continued support, 
understanding and compassion.” 

But one of The Vines’ three managers, Andy Kelly, revealed 
that they will never tour conventionally again and there will be 
no deadlines for material to be completed. 

“They will never, ever tour like they did before, and playing 
shows is probably the last thing that will be worked out, 
really,” he said. “When they’ve got enough songs that they’re 
happy with and they feel ready to make an album; once 
that’s done is probably when they’Il think about how they 
se 1 want to do shows or if they want to do shows. But it’s never 
: . going to work in a traditional ‘demo, record, release, tour’ 

— oe: cycle again. It’s going to be much more — probably — relaxed 
Lo LL and... unconventional, | suppose.” 3 
ee _ = | Before his diagnosis, Nicholls 
oo : isplayed a history of erratic 
behaviour. But more recently, 
concern for his welfare has grown. 
At the end of 2002, The Vines were 
xed from an edition of a US chat 
how after the singer trashed the 
tudio during rehearsals. Weeks 
ater he destroyed an Australian 

NME journalist’s tape recorder 

after sheasked whether the band 

ere on the verge of splitting. 
Things came to a head with the 


Pa teas 


His hatred of touring 


Craig's erratic S 


behaviour had_ His erratic behaviour 


2 for concern 


nnandale incident in May, after 
which all planned live shows 


| Craig Nicholls onstage: 


asightwe'llneverseeagain? = i(<s . oe oe pam alleges Hal Craig 
a Signt we ti never see againgé cked her in the head. 
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own Benjamin Smith. 

Not a day goes by without 
Pat Long tripping me up on 
the way to the water- 
cooler or Mark Beaumont 
slapping an “indict for war 
crimes” sign on my back. 
it’s hell, dude. Call the 
consulate —- MS 


THE WAR ON 
ERRORISM 


My respect for Green Day 
has gone up about a 
hundred million per cent; at 
last a young band has come 
out with a very brave 
statement against Bush 
and his war (NME, 
November 20). A band who 
have a young fanbase and 
aren’t afraid to put their 
careers on the line. Where 
were the Kings Of Leon, The 
Strokes, The Killers, the 
Scissor Sisters, The White 
Stripes, or even our British 
bands when we needed 
their support? 


SO THAT 
EXPLAINS IT... 


| was interested to read — 
your news report 
(NME.COM, November 19) 
about Vines singer Craig 
Nicholls’ Asperger’s 
Syndrome diagnosis, as 

| have AS myself. | was 
diagnosed only three years 
ago, aged 15, and this is not 
unusually late by any 
means. So few people are 
aware of this condition, and 
it is regularly mistaken for 
stupidity or stubborn- 
mindedness. Until! was 
transferred to a new school 
with a well-informed and 
understanding Special 
Needs department 
following my diagnosis, 

| was failing all my GCSE 
exams; now, | am hoping 
to go to Oxford University 
next year. 

Hopefully Craig Nicholls’ 
diagnosis will help to raise 
awareness among fans of 
The Vines, and with it 
consideration towards 
sufferers. | have been 
referred to as a spastic and 
a retard more than once by 
people too ignorant to see 
past my unusual 
mannerisms and 
supposedly odd behaviour. 
Craig Nicholls will have 
some tough times ahead of 
him, because until enough 
people know about this 
syndrome and understand 
its symptoms, all ‘Aspies’ 
will have to contend with 
these outdated attitudes. 

| wish him good luck with 
anything that he has to deal 
with as a result of his 
Asperger’s, as with the right 
support there is no reason 
why he should not be able 
to live a normal life. The 


Katy, iiford 


the state of Florida that we 
know of for sure. Collier 
County voter turnout: 
127,409; votes cast for Bush: 
128,352. (Snip! Ten pages of 


Bush is a failed 
businessman, ex-alcoholic, 
redneck, pig-fucking, stupid, 
illiterate, fundamentalist 
Christian, and it’s beyond 


country, and it’s important 
not to give up hope. Anyway, 
respect to Green Day, let’s 
see some other bands stand 
up for what they believe in. 


belief that he and his dad’s Mott, Birmingham statistics later... - MS) Now | 
cronies are the most know that is just one state, 
powerful people in the world. | For those of you that are too but think of all the other 

| dread to think what the stupid to see what really corruptions that have 


went on with this election occurred that no-one can 
and the one in 2000, then put | quite prove? So we’re not 
down your ignorance-fuelled | stupid, just too fucked up to 


world will be like in four 
years’ time. It won’t just be 
the unjust war in Iraq we’re 


talking about, but new ones pens and shut the hell up! | fight against a higher power. 
with Iran, Syria and maybe lived in the US for the first 20 | Even Colin Powell gave up! In 
even North Korea. years of my life and only conclusion, Bush sucks, Kerry 


I’m currently in the process 
of setting up a night at my 
university, with the help of 
Beats Against Bombs,a 
group of people who put on 
nights of music and oppose the 600,000 absentee ballots | Yeah, what was shittier, 
the war in Iraq. So not only do | missing from Florida before though, was that the post- 
| get to play great rock/indie | election day (where Georgie’s | election cyanide tablet | 


recently escaped (as | like to got paid off to concede early 
put it). Bush fucking and we’re all screwed! Here’s 
cheated! No, America did not | to Jeb Bush for 2008. 

“do it again”, Bush did. Slexis Hyatt, vic email 
Which would account for 


tunes with my mates while bro is the governor). bought turned out to be a 
also giving local bands a | sent in my absentee ballot | stale M&M. But seriously, 
chance to play, but | get to and voted well, but I’m sure it | go cry to Michael Moore, 
get steaming drunk for a didn’t make the cut. Here’s you hippy pinko; | just got 
good cause. There are events | some more fun figures my first Bush-approved 
like this going on alloverthe | concerning the election and tax break - MS 


National Autistic Society 
provides a good deal of 
information for anyone who 
is interested. Its website is 
www.nas.org.uk. 


Becky, via emai 


1am in complete and utter 
shock to hear about Craig 
Nicholls, lead singer of the 
brilliant Vines, being 
diagnosed with Asperger’s 
Syndrome. First The 
Libertines split and Pete goes 
off the rails, then John Peel, 
the most wonderful and 
influential radio broadcaster 
ever, passes away — now this. 
Asperger’s Syndrome isa 
neurobiological disorder 
which causes the sufferer to 
exhibit autistic-like behaviour 
and marked deficiencies in 
social and communication 
skills. These neurological Aside from the 
differences may cause odd or | rather obviously Googled 
unusual behaviour. Before definition of AS, that was 


Craig Nicholls: diagnosed 


with Asperger’s, and a chronic 
nability to brush his hair 


diagnosis, those with the touching, Katy. Though 
condition are sometimes I hate to be the one to find 
thought of as eccentric, fault in the sympathy of 


absent-minded, socially inept | a fan, trouble is, AS isn’t 
or physically awkward. So a disease that Craig will 


“Hopefully Craig Nicholls’ 
illness will help to raise 


awareness among fans of 
The Vines” °2: 


“get better” from any time 
soon. It’s a developmental 
condition for which there is 
no cure. On a personal note, 


.3Did the Cool 


List make you 


now we know that all the 
time Craig was touring and 
recording, he was actually 
suffering from this. 


Alll can say is that | hope my friend has Asperger’s, 
you get better Craig, and and though he struggles 
keep on performing. The from time to time, he takes 
Brixton Academy gig you part in normal day-to-day 
did this year has been my activities like everyone else. 
best so far! Big up to all da Aspies in 

da house! - MS 


ANOTHER 
THING... 

| was delighted to 
read this week Alex 
Needham’s accurate 
observations 
regarding Band Aid 
20 (NME, November 
20), but why so little 
comment on Geldof? 
He spouts on about 
the affluent nations 
— including Britain 

— holding the third 
world to ransom 
over their perceived 
“debts” while 
happily accepting a 
knighthood. 
€erciine Marks, 
tarshoiten 


Just read Alex N 
—couldn’t say it 
better. Jerry Garcia: 
donations —-$80m. 
Publicity — none. 
*Nuff said. 


Inspired by the John 
Peel haiku | saw 

this issue (NME, 
November 20), | 
decided to pen one 
about Band Aid. Here 
goes: Bono, Bono, 
sigh/Geldof, Geldof, 
Geldof, sigh/You 
fucking knobheads. 
Cesvic, wie emeif 


Well, I’d love to 
throw down the NME 
Haiku Challenge 
gauntlet here and 
now, would it not 
cost me my job and 
the weekly cup 

of scalding water 
that’s thrown in 

my face by way of a 
‘wage’ - MS 


Those bands whose 
music was used as 
a weapon of war 

in the attack on 
Fallujah should be 
named and shamed, 
and prevented 

from applying to 

the Pentagon for 
royalties. NME 
should lead the way _ 
in outing them. 


Hmmm... so that 
would be why 
Donald Rumsfeld 
asked to borrow 
my copy of the new 
Paddingtons single 
then - MS 
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